
 

 

News from Superintendent Malmberg 
The winter that does not want to end has unfortunately delayed our spring season much to the dislike of 
our spring athletes.  I am excited to highlight some of the exciting work that our staff has been doing 
throughout the school year. We continue to put an emphasis on professional learning for our teachers 
along with the development of standards-based grading and report cards.  Look for more information coming next school year 
as that continues in our district. I am also excited about the current programming and opportunities our students have and will 
have in the future as we look to continue the evolution of the strategic plan by examining how we can add to our school with new 
programming. 
 
I remember this quote that I shared last year in the newsletter “Average people do not want others to go beyond average.”   
(Maxwell 2004) In our society there is a push for people to fit in and strive to be in the middle.  Jennifer York-Bart from the  
University of Minnesota calls it the “crab-bucket mentality.” Crab buckets don’t need lids because when one crab tries to escape, 
the others pull it back down. Radical learners cannot flourish working in isolation.  Ensuring the success of students is a collec-
tive endeavor, at the state, district, school, and classroom level. Pillager School District continues to put an emphasis on collab-
oration of our staff by making the commitment of time with professional learning communities throughout the year. Excellence in 
schools can happen when we collaborate and strive for new and innovative approaches to engage our learners each and every 
day. 
 
Safety is an issue that the Pillager School District takes very seriously and one that has been addressed many times in years 
past.  Securing our entrances, having a threat assessment conducted, and training our staff on crisis management have all been 
topics that we have dealt with.  Most recently at the March school board meeting, the school board agreed to work with the Cass 
County Sheriff’s Department to hire a full time police liaison to be present on student contact days.  This is just one more step 
that the district can take to help prevent and/or ensure student safety. 
 
Congratulations to Pillager’s first state speech participant, Nessa Lind, and to the entire speech program as the District contin-
ues to expand opportunities for our students here at Pillager.  We also just recently hosted the section speech contest for the 
first time as well. I also would like to thank the ProStart Culinary students for the work done by them for a great dinner put on at 
the Evening for Education event for the Pillager Education Foundation. Thanks also to the students who participated in the  
musical “Fiddler on the Roof”.  What a great evening of dinner and theater!! 
 

District Referendum Update and Progression 
The school board is continuing the discussions of how the maintenance needs of the district, as well as space and program  
concerns can best be met in the near future.  The District has continued our board work sessions to discuss our options moving 
forward. It is an ongoing discussion and one that will need to come full circle sooner than later with additional feedback from our 
residents.  Some of the conversations that have occurred at the board level are listed below: 

 Setting a policy that would close open enrollment when a grade or school reaches the level of an ideal size based on 
the best financial and budget ramifications 
 Conducting a survey seeking additional feedback from our residents 
 Holding public informational meetings to seek additional feedback 
 Discussion of different options to meet our auditorium needs 
 Conversation regarding the vocational programming changes occurring and how they fit into our space needs for the 
future 

 
In closing, please consider taking advantage of the many opportunities to see our students in action at a concert, athletic event, 
or other activity.  Pillager students do amazing things every day. Please don’t hesitate to call if you have any questions regard-
ing our district. 
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